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INVESTING IN YOUTH AND STEAM EDUCATION 



News from Lindiwe, Trustees and Volunteers of iKamvelihle

The iKamvelihle Development Trust (iKDT) has since its inception in 2015 recognized the
importance of providing support to disadvantaged schools, including the focus on Science,
Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics (STEAM) education. 

We have an active partnership with the Nelson Mandela University (NMU), the Science Faculty
and the Govan Mbeki Mathematics Development Centre (GMMDC). Through this collaboration, we
are implementing a STEAM Programme which targets some schools in the Cala circuit of the
Eastern Cape Province. 

In January 2022 and as soon as the schools opened we launched the pilot programme in Maths
and Science. The schools are provided with intensive teacher training and support. This is
complemented with devices that can be used independently by learners with software that has
been developed by the GMMDC. The programme has received positive reviews from educators and
is raising the morale of learners. 
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However, the challenge with this Maths and Science programme is poor network infrastructure
in these under-resourced areas, shortage of teachers and limited funding. The demand for it is
high but the current roll-out can reach few schools. If this programme could receive more
funding, it would be possible to extend it to many schools and support the training of
unemployed graduates for teaching purposes. 

With active support and partnerships, the youth from disadvantaged communities can have
better prospects for the future in our country. We all have the duty to invest in human resource
development and help to address the problem of youth unemployment, poverty, and inequality. 
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DEVELOPING YOUTH LEADERSHIP AND GOVERNANCE 

We also support primary and secondary schools in leadership and governance systems through
our partnership with the NMU''s Faculty of Education and the Centre of Community Schools (CCS).
Since January to June 2022, a series of skills development and capacity building workshops have
been held for members of the Representative Councils of Learners (RCLs), School Management
Teams (SMTs) and School Governing Bodies (SGBs). The participants have named the programme
“Sakhingomso – we are building the future” and is currently facilitated by Mr Nkosinathi Mzuzu
and Mr Jabu Bam from the NMU.

THE “ARTS” IN STEAM EDUCATION
In our partnership programmes, we encourage learners to appreciate the value of the arts. One
such initiative is the MathArt Competition which has been designed by the GMMDC and is
facilitated by Ms Carine Steyn. The participants are required to submit artwork which depicts
creativity and originality of expression in describing the worth of mathematics in education. A
significant number of learners from our pilot schools have entered this national competition.
Some of such artwork expressions have been incorporated into a book that will be launched at the
NMU on 24 June 2022.
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Parents and educators in the discussion
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OUR NEW COORDINATOR

The iKDT is pleased to introduce our new Cala
Local Operations Coordinator, Ms Thembisile
Sindiswa Buthelezi. 

Ms Buthelezi is a graduate of the University of Free
State and holds a Bachelor of Science (BSc) Degree
in Genetics and Microbiology. She is passionate
about community development and committed to
bringing about socio-economic change in
communities.

As a Local Operations Coordinator, Ms Buthelezi
manages the iKDT office and supports fieldwork in
primary and secondary schools. She facilitates
project implementation and liaisons with
stakeholders.
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HOW YOU CAN GET INVOLVED
You can make a contribution towards getting more schools involved in our

programmes and creating a brighter future for the young people of Cala



Make a donation using the following Bank Account details: 
Account Name: iKamvelihle Development Trust (iKDT) Bank: First National Bank - FNB 
Account No: 62612334334 
Branch Code: 252445 
Type: Cheque 
Reference: Your Name and Surname 

and



Connect and recommend the iKDT to a potential donor or partner.

Our financial statements are compiled by an accredited audit firm and we adhere to sound
governance principles and systems.

The iKamvelihle Development Trust is a registered Non-Profit Organization (190-071 NPO) and
Trust (IT0032886/2015). It adheres to sound governance principles and its finances are audited by
an accredited audit firm. If your donation qualifies in terms of S18A of the Income Tax Act 58 of
1962 and you are registered as a South African taxpayer, you will be issued with an S18A tax receipt
certificate.



For more information on the iKamvelihle Development Trust and

how to contribute:

Email 
Dr Msengana-Ndlela

Visit

iKDT Website

mailto:leadershipinafrica0015@gmail.com
http://ikdt.org.za/

